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[ received two or 3 I ittance: o the ban o the 1as beling
on the 20th inst. which I did not yact at all. __‘."l ‘or €
th 0 ount as the fii e, 1.e. Frs: 24,641, | L1 the
fter deductilor ol few ltems yald for the firm and the
'@ Lnbux ntof the money I had lly,
oL LETIC n Cagh 01 ___!_': -‘;’.._:_‘:___-_:_ The ey you sSent ne
me also to pay to Mrs. Ratcliffe frs: 7.500.- r Allen’s si
unel | t Enval : ), de | «/ WIHETI \L e friend 18 ( mpelied
stay, 1t belng now impossible 1n Trance to transport corpses
at long distances. This payment was me de following Mr. Dave
instructions
[ saw Mr. Roland some time at the beginning of this
and I stressed agaln on your and Mr. Davey’s desire to have

detailed statement of his transactions with the stock left
Paris., He is unwllling to do it through the post for fiscal
and i1s waiting for Mr. Davey’s arrival for that. In fact,
he wrote you that day, also to Mr. Davey. He asked me to let
you know that In future, he will pay what is necessary for the
Paris office. S0, what with the money I now have and Mr. Roland
agssurance for the future, it will be unnecessary to send me
anymore. I quite understand your wanting to send as littl
possible to Parls at the present time on account of the rate
exchange - and for a place which is unproducible and is onl;
drein an you. . You can rely on me for bringing the outlay:
minimum,



(to Mr. C.R. Henschel, July 24th, I1945)

York. I was sorry to read aboul this
but glad to see that none
B

write you about the

Fire at I5 Bast, New
in your letter to London, July 24th, 194
of your pictures had been damaged. Did
fire which broke in here 228, rue des Capucines on the first of
January 1941 ? I may have mentioned it in my first letter written
to you immediately after the liberation but I do not know 1if you
had its entire contents as Mr. Daveyrcould not at the t ime send
it complete. This fire started just above the annexe where
the library is - in a business place called Pro-?uplicité_on the
second floor and like yours from an unknown cause (probably a
short-circuit). The poor conclerges had ahard time and were wonder-
ful for the firm. I was surprised when I camé two days after in
seeing all the wrecks-in the yard and so little damage in our place
the firemen had been particularly very neat, avoiding to spread
water unnecessarily on the carpets - as_they had to go in our toiled
and the little lobby where Allen put ail the photograph plates, so
as to water the inside walls of a little yard where the fire was
raging like in a stove-pipe. Ve only have the windows of those
lobbies brokken and scorched and the electricity out of order, the
electric wire under the ceiling having been of course entirely
burnt; The room above Wwas completely destroyed. So you will realize
what a narrow escape our library had. I was S5O thankful whan I saw
that as all these years when I was left alone in charge of this
office, I was so eager that you should find everything intact.
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As concerns the Library itself, apart from a few volumes
¥Mr. Roland took home for safety at some critical moments and which
he will bring back by and by, all the books are here. Not being
here when he took them away, I have an incomplete list of these
books. I have noted @

Van Marle, complete serie of 26 volumes I think
Friedlander, Maitres Hollandais, IO volumes
Manet by Janot

L’Atelier de Renoir (Bernheim Jeune)

Daumier by Fuchs.

Corot by Robaut, 5 voluues,

I am sorry he could not tell me exactly after as he may forget.
Anyhow, I shall ask him to bring them back by and by when I see him
There cannot be anything missing outside of those he took as the
concierges have always kept a dog’s watch over the stairs and any
new visitor coming in the building. Besides, the shelves have but
very few empty places, so MNr. Roland has not taken many more away.

Trotti. I wrote him the information you gave me. I have
been told he is in a poor health and never goes out now.

Albert Meyer. I saw in a letter Nr. Davey told you he had

been deported. Mme Lippmann told me the pobr n £ 2
awful death camps. P man died in one of thosd
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(to Mr. €. Re Henschel, July 28th, 1945) &

Guys WCA.756. I saw in one of the copies that

Anow if this had been paid for. It was bought by Mme Li

Me€yer and paid cash on Dec. 29th, I939. This sale is

the Paris Provisional Balance Sheet & Accounts ss at 51,1952

and is not mentioned in the Accounts receivable, therefore paid for
Allen Ratcliffe. There has been another tragedy in his family

One of his brothers, Harold Ratcliffe who had been in ca;tivi@y

all during the war in Germany, came back on the day Allen died

and added to this grie#, learned that his son Allen Ratecliffe, Jr

s8ged 23, had been deported the year before in Germany. He was the

1§
at Dachau in an awful state. A Clergyman who had been in that camp
and had the luck to be rescued in a sufficiently good state of
health to be able to come back to France, came to see the parents
and told them in what state #m was in but that having a wonderful
high spirit, he might come through alright being so young. He was
weighing 4T kilos and measuring 62 feet so you can imagine his
terrific meagerness. The poor parents anxiously waited news hoping
he might be taken to Switzerland for his convalescence, unfortuna-
tely, the Allied troops had arrived too late, one month sconer
perhaps, might have saved him. They were told he died on June 4th
by one of the Sisters who attended those miserable wrecks after
their liberation, three weeks after his uncle’s death,(our Allen),
and all the time asking his 1little mother. He was a fine young
fellow and so affectionate. My heart ached again when I learned it
‘and I saw the miserable parents in their despair. Is there such a
thing equalling in horror as those Germasn concentration camps and
can it ever be forgotten{! The poor boy had done nothing except that
he was staying with a femily of which one member was working in

the Resistance. He was taken away with them without judggment at
the time of the French campaign in Normandy and sent to Buchenwald
and then to Dacheén. He saw the friend he was taken with die of
hunger.

I am sorry to fatigue you with all those stories which are
alas all too real. For you who have lived so far from these dramas,

they may appear over exagerated. I wish to Cod they were ...

One thing more, I must thank you for your kind thought
in sending me some food parcels, they have not reached me yet. They
will be greatly appreciated you may be sure, especially as I have
been thinking of them since such a long time, having been told by
London that you sent them some, still I am upset Mr. Davey insisted
so much on your sending me any, if it is a trouble to you and an
extra expense. Of course, such rarities swek as coffee and chocolate
which are what I am most longing for, are far more appreciated here
than money, and it will be considered by me as some compensation
to my devotion to the firm and all your property during those

dangerous times.

) I wish you and Mrs. Henschel g good vacation and always
looking forward to your good news, believe ne,
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